
The James De Young plant is constructed and 
Units 1 and 2 (5 MW each) go into operation. 

The building is expanded and Unit 3 (11.5 MW) 
goes into operation.

1940

1953

The building is expanded and Unit 4 (22 MW) 
goes into operation.1962

The building is expanded and Unit 5 (29 MW) 
goes into operation.1968

Waste heat from Unit 3 is used as the heat 
source for the downtown snowmelt system.1998

Coal is no longer used at the James De 
Young plant and Unit 3 is retired. 2016

Units 4 and 5 are retired.2017

Units 1 and 2 are retired.1970’s

James De Young Timeline The current main building footprint today is 
approximately 37,000 square feet

While operational, Units 3, 4, and 
5 could produce approximately 
460,000 MWh of electricity per year. 

For comparison, the new 
Holland Energy Park combined cycle 
facility will produce approximately 
850,000 MWh of electricity in 2018. 

UNIT #5UNIT #4UNIT #3

A typical household 
today uses
approximately 
7.5 MWh per year

while a very large 
industrial customer
could use up to 
60,000 MWh 
per year. 

Who was James De Young?

1896-1898
1893-1898 – Board member of �rst HBPW 

   Board of Directors

– Mayor

– HBPW Superintendent
– HBPW Board member
– HBPW Board President

1898-1910 
1920-1940 
1928-1940 


